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While searching online for volunteer opportunities, Val 

discovered The Window and its Meals on Wheels program. The 

Kokesh family is fairly new to the community, and thought 

this would be a good fit for them.  
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     WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS 
 

Recently, I had the opportunity to sit down with an amazing 14-year-old named Ali 

Kokesh. She and her parents, Val and Ray, volunteer for our Meals on Wheels pro-

gram. They began delivering meals to our seniors in November of last year. Ali is 

homeschooled and her mother was looking for ways she could become involved with 

the community. While searching online for volunteer opportunities, Val discovered 

The Window and its Meals on Wheels program. The Kokesh family is fairly new to the commu-

nity, and thought this would be a good fit for them. In July, Ali was crowned Miss Bristol Teen 

Homecoming Queen, and she shared how she intends to use her title for the good of her com-

munity. As queen, she has several appearances lined up which include planting 

flowers, parades and holiday bell ringing, but her passion lies in volunteerism and 

the program she recently created. Youth 4 Neighbors is a volunteer program de-

signed to encourage youth to get to know their neighbors through community in-

volvement and service. Youth and their parents can learn more about this program 

by checking out her Facebook page Youth 4 Neighbors. Ali expressed that her desire is to en-

courage youth to find volunteer opportunities within their communities and discover what a 

life of service can be like. She hopes as they grow older, they will continue seeking out ways in 

which they can make an impact in their community by volunteering. 

 BANQUET FUNDRAISER 

 
 Last November, approximately 300 supporters helped The Window celebrate its 50th anniver-

sary, and the event was such a success that it was decided a fall banquet would be a festive way 

to continue joining with others in the community who support its mission. This event is to be 

held at College Mennonite Event Center Saturday, November 10 from 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Cory 

Martin, Elkhart County Jail Chaplain has agreed to be the guest speaker. Master of Ceremony, 

Randy West of The Well of Goshen, will guide those who attend through an evening of good food 

and entertainment while reflecting upon where the organization has been, and its plans for 

moving forward. Music will be provided by The Dean’s List. If you would like to know about 

sponsorship opportunities, how to purchase a table or individual tickets for this event, please 

contact Ed Swartley or Scarlett Garrison at 574.533.9680. 

      SEPTEMBER 2018 

Opening a  
Window 

to 
God’s Love 

and 
Inspiring Hope 

for 
Changed Lives 

Our Mission:  The Window, Inc., a faith–based, non-profit organization,  
provides  services to meet the basic needs of anyone with limited income. 

 

           www.thewindowofgoshen.com   www.facebook/thewindowgoshen 



 

     THANK YOU 
     
  

 

 
 
 

 

 MC___ VISA___ DISC___ 
Credit Card #_______________________ 
Exp.__________ CIV/SEC#___________ 

 Return this stub with your donation. You will be issued a tax receipt in the mail.  

 
____Katie’s Kitchen  ____Meals on Wheels    ____The Pantry   ____Clothes Closet 

ATC                          Troy 
Swartzendruber 

At Large 
Phyllis Hostetler 

At Large 
Kris Yeager 

Berkey Avenue Fellowship 
Roxanna Sommers 

Clinton Frame Mennonite 
Verda Bontrager 

College Mennonite 
Irene Gross 
Gay Lehman 

Eight Street Mennonite 
Jane Swihart-Farrell 

Faith Lutheran 
Mary Seymour 

First United Methodist 
Sandy Streit 

Grace Community 
David Kindy 

River Oaks Community 
Church 
Lani Fischer 

St. John’s Catholic 
Darlene Leitz 

St. Mark’s United 
Methodist 
Butch Rohrer 

Waterford Mennonite 
Karon Weaver 

Woodforest National 
Bank 
Tara Hauk 

 

    

The Window Board is made up of members from 
local churches and businesses.  The Board meets the 

4th Monday of each month at 6:30 P.M.   

There are several ways to feed and clothe the Goshen Community... 

SUPPORT! 

Join! 

Visit our website to join our 
email list and receive 

current needs right to your inbox 
www.thewindowofgoshen.com 

Any food, clothing or monetary  
donation is accepted during  

business hours. 

Donate! Volunteer! 

Katie’s Kitchen 

 Assistants to the Cook Drivers & Dispatchers 

  Receivers & Hosts     Sorters & Hosts 

 
 
 
 
 

KATIE’S KITCHEN FUNDRAISER                                 

The cars were lined up as far as the eye could see, and the chicken couldn’t come off 

the grill fast enough on Saturday, August 11. Katie’s Kitchen staff and volunteers 

could be seen scurrying about in the hot sun placing Nelson’s chicken and pit-taters 

into the containers and into the hands of the customers. By 1p.m. there wasn’t one 

chicken or pit-tater left in sight. The event sold out a total of 600 chickens and 6 

cases of pit-taters, raising $2,369.75.                                                                                                                                             

 If you have ever volunteered in the kitchen or stopped in for a tour, you 

know that Katie’s Kitchen is so much more than the average soup kitchen. 

Not only does it provide a hot, nutritious lunch-time meal, but it also pro-

vides meals for the Meals on Wheels and Lunch Box programs as well as 

coffee and donuts each morning. During the month of July the kitchen served a total of 2,505 

meals.! The Window plans to make this an annual fundraiser for the kitchen, so if you 

missed this one, there’s always next year. Stop in or give us a call if you would like to know 

how you can volunteer in the kitchen or to schedule tour.                                                                                                 

 

DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

 
 Greetings, 

 September is National Hunger Awareness Month. Many people all over Ameri-

ca stand together with Feeding America, a nationwide network of food banks 

and community pantries, to fight hunger. This is an opportunity to spread the 

word, take action against the hunger crisis, and dedicate ourselves to finding a 

solution. Feeding America states, “Hunger is complex and often misunderstood. 

In the United States hunger is neither caused by overall food shortages nor by the personal 

choices of hungry people. Hunger in America is about poverty and the social forces that create 

and sustain it. The U.S. is the wealthiest country in world history, and yet today there are 

millions of Americans living in poverty and hunger.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

  For the first time since I have been working at The Window, we breached the 400 families 

in a month, and had a record number of families (423) use our pantry in July. Please join us 

in the fight against hunger, one person, one family and one community at a time. 

 

In ministry, 

J. Ed Swartley, Executive Director 

 

 

 

River Oaks Community Church/F.B.I. 
              Indiana Toll Road  
                     Kroger              

Become a  
“Friend of The Window” 

 by making a monthly 
commitment to donate 

$10 or $20. 

  
Upcoming 
Events 

Join Us  
Every First Friday. 
Enjoy a Great Meal, 

Donate Towards the Cost, 
Inspire Hope for Others. 

Simple, Right? 
 

September’s Host 
River Oaks Community Church 

The Window, Inc. 
Banquet Benefit 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 
College Mennonite Event Center 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Stuff-a-Bus 
Is Coming 

Saturday, October 13, 2018 
To a Martin’s Supermarket 

Near You! 


